
 
 
 
 
Air Quality Division 
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Re:  Authority to Construct Air Quality Permit Modification Application #0902-M3 
for Grupo Cementos de Chihuahua 
 
 
My name is Sen. Dede Feldman and my address is 1821 Meadowview Dr. NW.  I 
represent State Senate District 13 in the North Valley, which includes the facility’s 
immediate neighborhood, the Greater Gardner Neighborhood, surrounding the 
cement station as well as most of the near North Valley stretching from south of 1-
40 to North of Montano.   
 
 I want to stress tonight that this expansion request is a matter of concern to 
the entire North Valley, as air pollution-- particularly the cumulative air pollution of 
a cement transfer facility here, an asphalt plant there, or vehicles stalled on major 
thoroughfares throughout the area—presents a health and quality of life problem 
for all of the area.  One need only look down at the valley during the wintertime to 
know that major inversions trap pollution from multiple sources over our 
neighborhoods.  
 
 As a State Senator I have come to know the North Valley beyond the 
conventional wisdom that it is a yuppified, high-income area.   In fact, state statistics 
show that 35% of the children here live in low-income neighborhoods, and one half 
of the children in the heart of the district are on Medicaid. The poverty statistics 
increase the closer you get to the railroad tracks—and so do some of the poor health 
indicators. I’ve spent a number of years focusing on health care in this area, and 
tonight I’ve brought some maps from the NM Public Health Division to submit for 
the record about the elevated rates of childhood asthma and chronic lower 
respiratory disease (emphysema, cystic fibrosis, chronic pulmonary disease, 
pneumonia) in the immediate area.  These statistics are not absolutely current; they 
come from the 1990s through 2005, but I think that they indicate an unhealthy 
trend.  
  
 So, first I want to thank the Board and the Division for acceding to the 
requests of the neighborhoods by holding this hearing.  And I want to request that 
you see this expansion request, not just from a technical standpoint, but include the 
larger framework of environmental justice and health care disparities. The first step 
might be, and the state Environment Department is already doing this, to consider 
cumulative impacts of emissions on the affected population, and not just approve 
one permit after another because each meets the technical requirements.   



 This seems to be the approach of the EPA’s new administrator, Lisa Jackson, 
who said on May 13th in a speech at Princeton, that environmental justice must be 
considered in every decision, particularly those which affect people where they 
live—especially poorer people who are affected disproportionately by pollution, 
and suffer crippling health care problems which damage the prospects for 
themselves and their neighborhoods.  
 
 Tonight I am asking the Air Quality Division to delay action on this 
application until such time as an agreement can be reached with the new owners of 
this transfer facility and members of the surrounding neighborhoods.  Yesterday I 
convened a meeting between several neighborhood representatives and the new 
owners of the cement station, and I believe such talks are worth continuing.  
 

But neighborhood fears, stemming from a history of violations on the part of 
past owners, the cumulative totals of dust and particulate pollution in the area, and 
fears of fly ash contamination will not be allayed by talk alone.   A number of 
conditions on this permit or the incorporation of a formal neighborhood agreement 
into the permit itself are options that the Division, and the Board ought to consider.   

 
Such conditions might include: 
 
•The location of an air monitor closer to the site, on the fence line or closer 

than the city’s nearest monitor, which I have been told, is considerably to the North.  
This monitor would verify the company’s claims that, with new filters and better 
clean-up techniques it is not exceeding ambient air quality standards, even if 
production increases.  

•The creation of a community advisory committee, the use of a regular 
newsletter to inform and engage neighbors, local businesses and stakeholders like 
the two nearby elementary schools  

• The use of an early warning system to alert neighbors of increased 
activities or any safety problems that might arise 
 •The redirection of large truck traffic east on Comanche 
 
 
 Although I have not examined every detail of the permit application, I have 
been informed that, like most permit applications, much of the data is based on 
modeling or estimates.  As I said at last year’s hearing, this community of working 
people does not have the money or the scientific expertise to evaluate those models, 
or those estimates and compare them to the standards. As you may recall, I asked at 
that meeting, and a subsequent meeting of the Air Quality Control Board, that 
neighborhoods like Greater Gardner be supplied with technical assistance to level 
the playing field.  That did not happen.  But what can happen now, should the Board 
decide to grant a conditional permit, is solid measurement and monitoring and, of 
course, more robust enforcement to prevent damage to local health and safety.   
 Those are my primary concerns and I thank you for listening.  


