
Last year the Greater Gardner Neighborhood Association opposed 
increased emissions and operating hours at the American Cement facility. 
This year we find ourselves opposing it again. 
 
Over the years, American Cement has violated its permit conditions and 
been the subject of enforcement actions numerous times. It has received 
multiple Notices of Violation, including one as recently as November 2008 
with a $60,000 fine attached to it. It seems clear that these fines are being 
treated as a cost of doing business. 
 
In 2005, when American Cement received a Notice of Violation with an 
initial penalty of $268,000, the Air Quality Division Environmental Specialist 
who visited the site wrote, in part: 
 
"There is so much fugitive dust leaving this site that the neighbor's swamp 
cooler pads are filled with cement. Apparently the numerous NOVs have 
not changed the way this plant operates and will continue to operate unless 
something is done by this department to change this. The plant personnel 
do not seem to be interested in running a clean operation and their main 
intent is to sell cement. Their only concern is to placate this department and 
resume operation as usual without expending the time and money to fully 
correct this plant and operate it without adversely impacting the 
neighborhood with fugitive dust." 
 
When American Cement withdrew its application last year, it was also 
revealed that the company had been purchased by the multinational 
corporation Grupo Cementos de Chihuahua. At that time, Doug Roark, 
environmental and process manager for GCC, said: "[W]e're going to step 
back and look at how things are being done [and] fully assess the 
operations at our facility." 
 
That was a little over a year ago, but what neighbors of the plant will tell 
you—and what the 2008 NOV proves—is that American Cement is still a 
bad actor. Fugitive dust and visible emissions are still leaving the plant and 
entering neighborhood lawns, gardens and homes. The quality of life for 
the residents continues to suffer, and for all the talk of being "good 
business partners with the community" there was no attempt by GCC to 
notify the neighborhood before reapplying for another Air Quality permit. So 
much for transparency. 
 



In 2004, American Cement's vice president wrote to the Air Quality Division 
that "Most of the neighbors seem to be either retired or on unemployment 
because they never leave the house and the only thing that would make 
them really happy is if we were to move out entirely." This dismissive 
attitude about neighborhood concerns is the real problem. So far we have 
no evidence that GCC's management has changed anything in the way 
American Cement does business. Instead of addressing the source of the 
concerns, they have hired lobbyists to advance their cause. Instead of 
consulting neighborhood residents about their proposed expansion, they 
have worked strictly through the bureaucratic permitting process. This 
hearing, which had to be requested by neighborhood residents, is the first 
time American Cement has faced the neighborhood at a public event since 
2008. We don't consider this being a "good business partner with the 
community." 
 
With the problems that exist with the plant operating at its current capacity 
and with the history of unresponsiveness to the very real problems caused 
by the plant's management, the opinion of the neighborhood association is 
that by more than quadrupling the permitted emissions from the plant, we 
can expect a massive increase in the amount of fugitive dust. 
 
Given the sad history of permit non-compliance at this facility, the 
neighborhood would like to see a commitment to eliminating all visible 
particulate emissions. Our understanding is that the control technology 
described in the permit application is not the best that can be obtained, that 
it is possible to use more efficient pulse-jet fabric filters instead of 
cartridge-type collectors and to completely enclose the transfer points for 
loading and unloading at all silos. If, as GCC has stated to the press, 
"environmental performance [is] in [their] core business strategy," why isn't 
state-of-the-art technology being proposed? Why isn't fence-line monitoring 
part of the permit proposal? Where is the commitment to running a clean 
operation? 
 
Studies have linked increased exposure to particles of 10 micrometers or 
less with bronchitis and phlegm in children with asthma. Furthermore, 
studies indicate that hospital admissions for bronchitis and asthma increase 
as PM10 levels increase. Fly ash handled by this facility can contain heavy 
metals like cadmium, radium and thorium. This material should not be 
escaping from a plant so close to homes and schools. The surrounding 
community and the children at both La Luz Elementary School and 



Mountain Mahogany Community Schools do not deserve to have their 
health and welfare endangered. 
 
The Greater Gardner Neighborhood Association opposes this Air Quality 
Permit based on American Cement and GCC's past performance. The 
existing facility should be cleaned up and made to adhere to its permit 
conditions before any new license to emit pollution be granted. The day the 
dust stops coming out of that plant and into the neighborhood is when the 
community might consider not opposing an expansion. We can't take it on 
faith that GCC's oversight will suddenly make American Cement a good 
neighbor. 
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